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How and why was the Schools Community Resilience Project
(SCRP) developed?

The Lancashire Resilience Forum (LRF) has developed this comprehensive, off-the-shelf KS2 toolkit for teachers from Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council’s original School’s Community Resilience Project (SCRP) - to be used as a county-wide resource.
It is hosted on the LRF website at https://www.lancashireprepared.org.uk/protect-your-community/schools-community-resilience-project.
It comprises six practical and effective sessions, complete with lesson plans and resources, aimed at school pupils in years 3-6; primarily Year 5. These are aimed at promoting community resilience and encouraging children (and their families) to be aware of the potential impact they might experience in the event of an emergency situation.
The need for such a resource was originally identified by Civil Contingencies Manager, Sarah Riley, during research for her PGCert: ‘Designing a framework for the implementation requirements for a Community Resilience Programme for Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council, Partners and all other local Category 1 Responders’.
This research revealed a necessity for:
· Increased community resilience across the borough.
· Schools to be encouraged to engage in preparedness and play a role in raising awareness within communities.
· Primary schools to be motivated to recognise the importance of equipping children at an early stage with tools and coping strategies in the event of an emergency.
· Primary teachers to be equipped with the resources to deliver lessons devised by multi-agency representatives, covering an array of emergency related topics.
· Continued collaborative work with emergency services to deliver key emergency and preparedness messages to schools in these times when all agencies have limited resources.
This knowledge led to the creation of the SCRP and a fun and flexible set of tools and resources for teachers to deliver interactive lessons across all specified curriculum areas, and which can be adapted according to the time, space and support available.
Designed as a “pull of the shelf” kit - with lesson plans, guidance cards, homework suggestions, interactive games, research links, 50+ multi agency question and answer video clips, and hoax 999 calls – teachers can tailor it to suit various ages and groups to use however they wish.
This innovative project - endorsed by the University of Wolverhampton - was produced by local multi-agency partners and successfully piloted in three Blackburn with Darwen schools before being rolled out across the borough following its introduction in 2016.
The inclusion of pre and post course questionnaires for pupils and teachers has provided evidence of the project’s success, demonstrating students’ skills of negotiation, reasoning, research and understanding of the topic, and quick thinking to demonstrate skills in the national curriculum PHSE key stages.
Imran Akuji, Assistant Director for Early Years, SEND & Young People for Blackburn with Darwen Children's Services and Education Department, said:
“We are incredibly proud that the original Schools Community Resilience Project developed here in Blackburn with Darwen has now evolved into a county-wide resource through the Lancashire Resilience Forum. This toolkit is a testament to the power of local innovation and multi-agency collaboration.
“Equipping children with the knowledge, skills and confidence to respond to emergency situations is not only a matter of safety - it’s about building resilience in our communities from the ground up. The toolkit offers a flexible, engaging and evidence-based approach to teaching these vital skills, and we are delighted to see it being made available to schools across Lancashire.
“This resource supports the PSHE curriculum, promotes critical thinking, and helps children understand their role in keeping themselves and others safe. In an increasingly complex world, resilience is a key life skill - and this toolkit helps embed it early.”
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